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Meet and Greet 
 

Hawaii’s Living Treasure 
(2025 Honpa Hongwanji Mission Honoree) 
 

Religious Scholar 
Professor Emeritus, UH-Manoa 

 

Plantation Roots 
Born & Raised in Waialua, Oahu 

 

Guest Speaker 
Discussion on the state of Buddhism in 

Hawaii/America, how temples serve their 
communities today and face future 

challenges. 

 
 

 

 
 

If the topic is religion or Buddhism, Dr. Tanabe is in the 
mix. As a noted scholar and sought after speaker, Tanabe 
has dabbled in writing fiction, another way of “telling 
stories.” Grandson Zane, above, has his full attention! 

Dr. Tanabe’s Bio 


